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ASSESSMENT ASSIGNMENT: N. Korea’s Nuclear-Weapons Program

The purpose of this assignment is to assess your achievement of the general education learning outcomes established for this course (see p. 1 of this syllabus).  You must answer the questions below in an essay format. This is not a library or internet research assignment.  Accordingly, your answers must be based on the sources below, which are posted on the Web.  If you do not follow the instructions, your grade will be penalized..

Assignment Instructions 
One of the major international security problems today involves North Korea’s nuclear weapons program.  In your essay, support an argument by answering the following questions:
· Why has N. Korea’s nuclear-weapons program been a major international security problem for the past two decades? In addressing these questions, you must provide historical background about N. Korea’s regime, nuclear weapons program, and multilateral attempts to resolve the problem diplomatically.
· What steps has the United Nations Security Council been taking to curb this threat? To what extent has it been effective in achieving this goal? Use the primary source, UN Security Council Resolution 2397 of December 22, 2017, to answer these questions (see link below).
· What is the United States’ (the Trump administration’s) approach to resolving the problem? Is it more Realist or more Liberal/idealist?  See Chapter 2, pp. 43-51, in our textbook for a review of realist theories, and Chapter 3, pp. 73-81, for a review of liberal/idealist theories.
· What is China’s and South Korea’s approach to resolving the problem?
· How can this international security problem best be resolved, and why? In answering this question, analyze Trump’s and Kim’s Joint Statement of June 2018 (see link below) and the arguments of the experts outlined in the three required secondary sources (see links below).  

Required Sources to Use (all other sources are prohibited)
· Factual Information about N. Korea’s totalitarian regime and nuclear weapons program: 
· textbook: Jon C.W. Pevehouse and Joshua S. Goldstein, International Relations, Eleventh Edition. Boston: Pearson, 2017, pp. 178-88 on North Korea; Chapter 2, pp. 43-51, on Realist theories, and Chapter 3, pp. 73-81, on Liberal/idealist theories.
· Arms Control Association, “Chronology of U.S.-North Korean Nuclear and Missile Diplomacy”:  https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/dprkchron 
· Primary Sources: 
· Text of United National Security Council Resolution 2397, adopted on December 22, 2017: https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc13141.doc.htm 
· Text of the Joint Statement, made by President Trump and Chairman Kim Jong Un at their summit in Singapore on June 12, 2018: https://www.businessinsider.com/trump-kim-jong-uns-full-joint-statement-from-the-singapore-summit-2018-6 
· Expert Arguments  (one more article is on the next page):
· Jeffrey Bader and Ryan Hass, “Since Singapore: Letting North Korea Off the Hook,” Brookings Institution, July 17, 2018, https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2018/07/17/since-singapore-letting-north-korea-off-the-hook/ 
· Kim Duyeon, “PacNet #46: Kim Jong Un’s Long Game,” PacNet Series (Center for Strategic and International Studies), July 11, 2018, https://www.csis.org/analysis/pacnet-46-kim-jong-uns-long-game 
· David Kang, “Why Should North Korea Give Up Its Nuclear Weapons?,” New York Times, August 22, 2018,  https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/22/opinion/north-korea-nuclear-trump.html 

Formatting: 
· Include a separate Title Page, which does NOT count as one of the pages of your paper’s text.  Include your name, your paper’s title, the course/instructor, and the date.
· Your paper’s text must be at least 5 pages long, typed, and double spaced, with 12-pitch font and margins of no more than 1 inch wide. Do not skip extra spaces in between paragraphs. The text must contain:
·  an introduction (introduce the topic, pose the key questions, and briefly outline your argument), 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]the body (answer the questions, support your argument, analyze the required sources --refer to authors by their last names in the text of your paper. Here are examples: “According to David Kang,…”  “As Bader and Hass argue,…”  
· a conclusion (summarize the main points of your argument, including the best way to resolve this problem is, and why). 
· You must include a Works Cited Page at the end.  The only works you can site are those required sources below.  This is not a research paper, so you are prohibited from using any outside sources.  For your Works Cited Page, use the APA format: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/

***You will also be graded on mechanics (spelling and grammar usage) and style (the quality of your prose), in addition to your ability to carry out the instructions for this assignment.  SEE THE NEXT PAGE FOR THE ASSESSMENT RUBRIC.

DO NOT PLAGIARIZE!  When completing papers or written assignments, students must acknowledge the sources of their arguments and ideas in such a way that readily identifies the contributions of other scholars and authors.  Failure to do so constitutes PLAGIARISM, the unattributed copying and presentation of another person’s thoughts, writings, or discoveries as one’s own.  Passing off purchased essays or Internet material as one’s own is plagiarism.  Plagiarism also includes close paraphrasing—changing only a few words from another source—and using an author’s words verbatim without quotation marks, even if you footnote the source.  It is likewise unethical to hand in the same essay (or essays that differ only slightly) for different classes, unless one has made special arrangements with the instructors.  
